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PI. 1. Michael Willmer Forbes Tweedie (recent photograph) 


Michael Willmer Forbes Tweedie was bom on 2nd September 1907. He studied Natu¬ 
ral Science (Geology, Zoology, Botany) in Cambridge University from 1925, specialising 
in Geology. He was employed by the Shell Oil Company in Venezuela from 1929 to 1931 
as a palaeontologist. He joined the staff of the Raffles Museum in 1932. In his 25 years 
(1932 to 1957) at the museum, first as the curator, and later as its director, Michael 
Tweedie became one of the most famous naturalists and zoologists this region has ever 
produced. 
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In his years from 1932 to 1957, a period of over a quarter of a century, he published 
over 20 carcinological scientific papers, describing four new genera and 30 species as new 
to science. The significance of these discoveries lies in the fact that he himself had 
collected many of the specimens in his many expeditions to Malaya, Singapore and other 
parts of South East Asia, including Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean. 

The fame of Tweedie however, laid not only in his scientific publications. Tweedie 
had the foresight (for which many of us today are grateful) to send material, including his 
“beloved” crabs, to other taxonomists who were more adept in certain areas than he was. 
Many of these specimens were collected by himself during his many travels. Our knowl¬ 
edge of the brachyuran and anomuran crab fauna of the Sunda Shelf and Indo-West 
Pacific owes a great deal to Tweedie’s endeavours. In gratitude, these carcinologists have 
honoured Tweedie by naming many species after him. 

In a changing world where systematic studies are no longer merely carried out in the 
traditional enclaves of Europe and America, but at a more regional level, scientists in 
Southeast Asia have much to be grateful to Tweedie for. He had the good sense to retain 
the bulk of the material he collected, including duplicates of valuable type material in 
Singapore, making them easily accessible to regional scientists. The strength of carcinol- 
ogy in Singapore and the size of the crustacean collection in the Zoological Reference 
Collection (Department of Zoology, National University of Singapore) today stems as a 
direct result of Tweedie’s endeavours, influence and philosophy. 

Tweedie, as a professional zoologist, also recognised the importance in involving and 
encouraging the layman in natural history, an aspect many practicing taxonomists of 
today do not seem to realise or promote. In his years in the Raffles Museum, he published 
numerous “lighter” articles on a variety of animals as well as some on conservation. 

Michael Tweedie was well known in two other areas of zoology; herpetology (the 
study of reptiles and amphibians) and ichthyology (the study of fishes). He published 12 
scientific papers on reptiles, particularly snakes, as well as 16 on freshwater fishes during 
his years at the Raffles Museum. His 1953 book, THE SNAKES OF MALAYA (with a 
second edition in 1983) is still standard reference for all Malaysian and Singaporean 
herpetologists. His contribution to ichthyology is much greater than indicated by his 
publications. He served to popularize ichthyology locally, as well as provide vernacular 
links with the scientific community. As in the crabs, Tweedie sent a great deal of material 
overseas to foreign professional colleagues for their detailed study. On the basis of his 
collections, many species previously not recorded from Malaya were reported, as well as 
many new species. Malayan ichthyology and herpetology owe a great debt to Michael 
Tweedie. 

He also collected land mollusca from the limestone hills of Malaysia and established 
that all the isolated hills had endemic species, found on one particular hill and nowhere 
else. In the course of this work, 70 new species were described by Miss T. van Benthem 
Jutting of Amsterdam. Tweedie always regarded this as the most interesting piece of 
Zoology he has encountered in his many years at the Raffles Museum. 

In addition, Michael Tweedie conducted several excavations of Stone Age sites in 
Malaysia and summarised Malaysian prehistory in his book “Prehistoric Malaya” pub¬ 
lished in 1955. 

The following bibliography (scientific and popular) has been compiled from various 
sources. A total of 122 publications are listed. The National Museum of Singapore (Anon, 
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1987) recently compiled a list of all the publications written by its staff during its history, 
including Tweedie’s, but it is not comprehensive. His annual reports on the status and 
progress of the Raffles Museum have also been included as these reports often contain 
important details of visitors, loans, depositions, expeditions etc. 
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Pisces: 


Reptilia: 

Stomatopoda: 

Brachyura: 


Anura: 

Reptilia: 

Pisces: 


Peter K. L. Ng and C. M. Yang 
Taxa named by M. W. F. Tweedie 

Parosphromenus paludicola Tweedie, 1952 

Acathophthalmus kuhlii malayanus Tweedie, 1956 [= Pangio semicincta (Fraser Brunner, 
1940)3 

Vaillantella flavofasciata Tweedie, 1956 [= Vaillantella maassi Weber & De Beaufort, 
1916] 

Lygosoma tr if as datum Tweedie, 1940 

Squilla anomala Tweedie, 1935 [= Oratosquilla perpensa (Kemp, 1911)] 

Squilla choprai Tweedie, 1935 [= Clorida rotundicauda (Miers, 1880)] 

Ilyoplax obliqua Tweedie, 1935 
llyoplax punctata Tweedie, 1935 
Pachygrapsus quadrat us Tweedie, 1936 

Sesarma (Parasesarma) rutilimana Tweedie, 1936 [= Parasesarma rutilimanum\ 

Sesarma (Sesarma) gemmifera Tweedie, 1936 [= Neosesarma gemmiferum] 

Sesarma (Sesarma) singaporensis Tweedie, 1936 [= Episesarma singaporensis ] 
Macrophthalmus (Macrophthalmus) malaccensis Tweedie, 1937 [= Macrophthalmus 
(Macrophthalmus) sulcatus H. Milne Edwards, 1852] 

Macrophthalmus (Macrophthalmus) malayensis Tweedie, 1937 [= Macrophthalmus 
(Macrophthalmus) laevimanusH. Milne Edwards, 1852] 

Gelasimus roseus Tweedie, 1937 [= C/ca rosea ] 

Pseudogelasimus Tweedie, 1937 

Pseudo gelasimus plectodactylus Tweedie, 1937 

Paracleistostoma longimanum Tweedie, 1937 

Paracleistostoma microcheirum Tweedie, 1937 [- Ilyogynis microcheirum] 

Ilyoplax longicarpa Tweedie, 1937 
Potamocypoda Tweedie, 1938 
Potamocypoda pugil Tweedie, 1938 

Sesarma penangensis Tweedie, 1940 [= Geosesarma penangense ] 

Sesarma johorensis Tweedie, 1940 [= Pseudosesartna johorensis] 

Sesarma versicolor Tweedie, 1940 [= Episesarma versicolor] 

Sesarma sedilensis Tweedie, 1940 [= Bresedium sedilensis] 

Nanosesarma Tweedie, 1950 

Nanosesarma nunongi Tweedie, 1950 [= Nanosesarma (Beanium) nunongi] 

Sesarma borneensis Tweedie, 1950 [= Sesarmoides kraussi borneensis] 

Sesarma rectipectinata Tweedie, 1950 [= Neosesarma rectipectinatum\ 

Sesarma lepida Tweedie, 1950 [= Parasesarma lepidum] 

Sesarma sigillata Tweedie, 1950 [= Parasesarma sigillatum ] 

Metaplax tredicim Tweedie, 1950 
JJca (Uca) rhizophorae Tweedie, 1950 
Dotilloplax Tweedie, 1950 
Dotilloplax kempi Tweedie, 1950 
Ilyoplax spinimera Tweedie, 1950 
Neoliomera ovata Tweedie, 1950 
Platypodia keelingi Tweedie, 1950 
Paraxanthias gibsonhilli Tweedie, 1950 


Taxa named after M. W. F. Tweedie 

Rana tweediei Smith, 1945 
Macrocalamus tweediei Lim, 1963 

Hemiramphus tweediei Herre, 1936 

Homaloptera tweediei Herre, 1940 

Lissochilus tweediei Herre & Myers, 1937 

Wallagonia tweediei Hora & Misra, in Hora & Gupta, 1941 

Pseudomonacanthus tweediei Fraser Brunner, 1940 

Danio (Brachydanio) tweediei Brittan, 1956 
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Brachyura: 


Anomura: 

Stomatopoda: 

Chilopoda: 


Scorpiones: 

Opilionid: 

Pseudoscorpion: 

Lepidoptera: 

Mollusca: 


Tweedieia Ward, 1934 
Atergatopsis tweediei Balss, 1938 
Neptunus (Hellenus) tweediei Shen, 1937 
Potamon (Potamiscus) tweedei Roux, 1934 
Nanosesarma tweediei Serene, 1967 
Siamthelphusa improvisa tweediei Bott, 1968 

Eupagurus tweediei Forest, 1956 

Gonodactylus tweediei Serene, 1952 
Oratosquilla tweediei Manning, 1971 

Tweediphilus Verhoeff, 1937 
Tweediphilus malaccanus Verhoeff, 1937 
Lithobius (Alloporodontius) tweedii Verhoeff, 1937 
Thereupoda tweediei Verhoeff, 1937 

Lychas tweediei Kopstein, 1937 

Tweedielus Roewer, 1933 
Tweedielus longipes Roewer, 1933 

Metawithius (Microwithius) tweediei Beier, 1954 

Heliophorus epicles tweediei Eliot, 1963 

Corbicula tweediei Prashad, 1940 
Diplommatina tweediei Laidlaw, 1949 
Platyymma tweediei Tomlin, 1938 
Sinoennea tweediei Tomlin, 1941 

Opisthostoma (Opisthosoma) michaelis van Benthem Jutting, 1952 
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